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The question

Should the Democrats move left on economic policy?

» Paul Krugman: “l read a lot of polls, and they suggest that
the center of public opinion on the issues is, if anything, left
of the center of the Democratic Party.”
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The question

Should the Democrats move left on economic policy?

» Paul Krugman: “l read a lot of polls, and they suggest that
the center of public opinion on the issues is, if anything, left
of the center of the Democratic Party.”

» Harry Truman: “Given a choice between a fake Republican
and a real one, the public will choose the real Republican
every time.”
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The question

Or maybe the Democrats should move to the right?
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The question

Or maybe the Democrats should move to the right?

» Bill Clinton's success with welfare reform and “triangulation”
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The question

Or maybe the Democrats should move to the right?

» Bill Clinton's success with welfare reform and “triangulation”

» Over twice as many Americans identify as “conservative” than
“liberal”
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Median voter theorem
Multiple dimensions
Measurement error

The theory

Median voter theorem
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» Where should the Democrats go to win the most votes?
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The theory

Alternative model: Equilibrium
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The theory

Alternative model: Equilibrium

» Politicians are optimizers: they should already be at their
optimal positions
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Median voter theorem
Multiple dimensions
Measurement error

The theory

Alternative model: Equilibrium

» Politicians are optimizers: they should already be at their
optimal positions

» We don't literally believe this, but ...
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Median voter theorem
Multiple dimensions
Measurement error

The theory

Extending the models: multiple dimensions

conservative conservative
on other issues on other issues

liberal on : : cohservative
*.-on economy

liberal on

liberal on liberal on
other issues other issues

» Where will the Democrats win the most votes?
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Extending the model: measurement error
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Multiple dimensions
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The theory

Extending the model: measurement error

» Voters don't know (or disagree) on where the candidates stand
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The theory

Extending the model: measurement error

» Voters don't know (or disagree) on where the candidates stand

» Something like 30% of voters thought Kerry was more
“conservative” than Bush
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Measurement error

The theory

Extending the model: measurement error

» Voters don't know (or disagree) on where the candidates stand

» Something like 30% of voters thought Kerry was more
“conservative” than Bush

» It no longer makes sense to be just next to the other party
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Median voter theorem
Multiple dimensions
Measurement error

The theory

Extending the model: measurement error

» Voters don't know (or disagree) on where the candidates stand

» Something like 30% of voters thought Kerry was more
“conservative” than Bush

» It no longer makes sense to be just next to the other party

» Return to median voter picture
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The data and model

Data from National Election Study: October, 2004
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The data and model

Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Scores based on respondent’s placement on 3 economic issues
and 3 social issues
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The data and model

Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Scores based on respondent’s placement on 3 economic issues
and 3 social issues

» Perception of George W. Bush
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The data and model

Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Scores based on respondent’s placement on 3 economic issues
and 3 social issues

» Perception of George W. Bush
» Perception of John Kerry
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The data and model

Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Scores based on respondent’s placement on 3 economic issues
and 3 social issues
» Perception of George W. Bush
» Perception of John Kerry
» Perception of self
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The data and model

Placements of Bush, Kerry, and self
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict views of Bush, Kerry
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict views of Bush, Kerry

» Modeling perceived candidate issue positions given
self-placements
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict views of Bush, Kerry

» Modeling perceived candidate issue positions given
self-placements

» Extreme partisans view Kerry as more liberal and view Bush as
more conservative
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict views of Bush, Kerry

» Modeling perceived candidate issue positions given
self-placements
» Extreme partisans view Kerry as more liberal and view Bush as
more conservative
» Moderates tend to view both candidates as moderates
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict vote using perceived ideological distances from
Bush, Kerry
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict vote using perceived ideological distances from
Bush, Kerry

» Economic and social distances; for voter i:
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict vote using perceived ideological distances from
Bush, Kerry

» Economic and social distances; for voter i:
> (dist.E); = (econP"" — econ;®)? — (econ; ™™ — econ;*)?
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict vote using perceived ideological distances from
Bush, Kerry

» Economic and social distances; for voter i:
> (dist.E); = (econP"" — econ;")? — (econ; ™™ — econ;*)?
> (dist.S); = (socPush — socself)? — (Socf<erry — soctelf)?
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict vote using perceived ideological distances from
Bush, Kerry

» Economic and social distances; for voter i:
> (dist.E); = (econP"" — econ;")? — (econ; ™™ — econ;*)?
> (dist.S); = (socPush — socself)? — (Socf<erry — soctelf)?

» Predict your vote preference
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict vote using perceived ideological distances from
Bush, Kerry

» Economic and social distances; for voter i:
> (dist.E); = (econP"" — econ;")? — (econ; ™™ — econ;*)?
> (dist.S); = (socPush — socself)? — (Socf<erry — soctelf)?

» Predict your vote preference

» Separate logistic regressions for self-declared Democrats,
Independents, Republicans
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Data
The data and model Model

Predict vote using perceived ideological distances from
Bush, Kerry

» Economic and social distances; for voter i:
> (dist.E); = (econP"™ — econt®!f)2 — (econ™ — econte!f)?

1
> (dist.S); = (socPU? — socs!f)2 — (sock ™™ — sociell)2
» Predict your vote preference
» Separate logistic regressions for self-declared Democrats,
Independents, Republicans
» Economic issues matter more than social issues (especially

among Independents)
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Data
The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts
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The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts

» 4 kinds of shift:

Andrew Gelman and Jeff Cai Should the Democrats Move Left?



Data
The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts

» 4 kinds of shift:

» Bush could move on economics or on social policy
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Data
The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts

» 4 kinds of shift:

» Bush could move on economics or on social policy
» Kerry could move on economics or on social policy
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Data
The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts

» 4 kinds of shift:

» Bush could move on economics or on social policy
» Kerry could move on economics or on social policy

» For each shift:
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Data
The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts

» 4 kinds of shift:

» Bush could move on economics or on social policy
» Kerry could move on economics or on social policy

» For each shift:
» Shift the model of the perceived positions of candidates
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Data
The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts

» 4 kinds of shift:

» Bush could move on economics or on social policy
» Kerry could move on economics or on social policy

» For each shift:

» Shift the model of the perceived positions of candidates
» Run the model of votes given distances
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Data
The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts

» 4 kinds of shift:

» Bush could move on economics or on social policy
» Kerry could move on economics or on social policy
» For each shift:
» Shift the model of the perceived positions of candidates
» Run the model of votes given distances
» Sum over all the survey respondents
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Data
The data and model Model

Simulate hypothetical shifts

» 4 kinds of shift:
» Bush could move on economics or on social policy
» Kerry could move on economics or on social policy
» For each shift:
» Shift the model of the perceived positions of candidates
» Run the model of votes given distances
» Sum over all the survey respondents
» Compare to unadjusted survey data
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Results

Conclusions

Conclusions
Results Extra material

What would happen if ...7?

Kerry shift on econ issues Kerry shift on social issues
2] i
o 3
5 +
> < -
<
2]
@
£ °7 7
(0]
i=
o 4
©
=
O 2 | 4
<
I
T T T T T T T T
-2 0 + 2 -2 0 + 2
Shift in Kerry’s position on economy  Shift in Kerry’s position on social issues
Bush shift on econ issues Bush shift on social issues
R 4
<
+

Change in Bush vote
0
|
|

—4%
I
I

T T T T T T T T
-2 0 + 2 -2 0 + 2
Shift in Bush’s position on economy  Shift in Bush’s position oni social iSsues

Andrew Gelman and Jeff Cai Should the Democrats Move Left?



Conclusions

Results

Andrew Gelman and Jeff Cai

Results
Conclusions
Conclusions
Extra material

ts Move Left?



Results

Conclusions

Conclusions
Results Extra material

Conclusions

» Weaknesses of our study
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Conclusions

» Weaknesses of our study
» Data limitations
» Extrapolation
» Other election years?
» Summary: candidates’ economic policies
» No, Kerry wouldn't have gained by moving left
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Results

Conclusions

Conclusions
Results Extra material

Conclusions

» Weaknesses of our study
» Data limitations
» Extrapolation
» Other election years?
» Summary: candidates’ economic policies

» No, Kerry wouldn't have gained by moving left
» But Bush would've gained by moving left
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Results

Conclusions

Conclusions
Results Extra material

Conclusions

» Weaknesses of our study
» Data limitations
» Extrapolation
» Other election years?
» Summary: candidates’ economic policies
» No, Kerry wouldn't have gained by moving left
» But Bush would've gained by moving left
» Also evidence from Congress: median voter theorem is not the
whole story
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Data from National Election Study: October,
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Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Economic issues:
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Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Economic issues:
» Government spending
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Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Economic issues:

» Government spending
» Government provide economic environment for job security
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Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Economic issues:

» Government spending
» Government provide economic environment for job security

» Defense spending
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Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Economic issues:

» Government spending
» Government provide economic environment for job security

» Defense spending

» Social issues:
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Conclusions
Results Extra material

Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Economic issues:

» Government spending
» Government provide economic environment for job security

» Defense spending

» Social issues:
» Role of women
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Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Economic issues:

» Government spending
» Government provide economic environment for job security

» Defense spending
» Social issues:

» Role of women
» Gun-control policy
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Results

Conclusions

Conclusions
Results Extra material

Data from National Election Study: October, 2004

» Economic issues:

» Government spending
» Government provide economic environment for job security

» Defense spending
» Social issues:
» Role of women

» Gun-control policy
» Government aid to African Americans
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Estimated positions of voters, congressmembers

Entire U.S. Voters

(liberal) (conservative)

Ideological Position

Andrew Gelman and Jeff Cai Should the Democrats Move Left?



Results

Conclusions

Conclusions
Results Extra material

Voters in red and blue states

Average ideologies of different groups of voters

(]

2

% Middle

2 Republican States

8

Poor
Rich
[}
o .
2 Middle
Q2 Poor
s
S o Battleground States
(2] ©
5§ 27
o E Poor Rich
I}
o
2
[}
j=2]
o Middle
o
>
<
Democratic States

s Rich

&

E=l

- T T T

liberal moderate conservative

Average score on economic issues

Andrew Gelman and Jeff Cai Should tl ts Move Left?

Demo




Results

Conclusions

Conclusions
Results Extra material

The moderate benefits of moderation in Congress
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